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Albany

By Gayle Worland

Tribune staff reporter

-If Najih Ihmud the Albany
Park shopkeéper killed Oct. 10
in a midday armed robbery,
was targeted, as many believe,
because his tiny store was iso-
lated and dark, nexghbors
think they have a way to fight
back. .

Bring more light to the dis- '
tances between them. .

Ihmud’s murder is one of
the reasons nearly 1,000 resi-
dents are expected to show up
Wednesday evening for the Al-
bahy Park Neighborhood
Council Community Conven-
tion. The meeting, in the
works for months, also has a
larger purpose: To part the
curtains between community

isolated from one another.
* The convention grew out of

groups that have long been:

Park’

c’_ tures umte
to mold future

Dlverse commumty coming together to discuss
concerns of longtime immigrant nelghborhood

a series of commu.mty dia-
logues in July, when more
than five dozen representa-
tives from religious, educa-
tional and social service or-
ganizations met, often for the
first time, to brainstorm on
community concerns.

“There was a real surprise
of awareness . . . that whether
you re from the Korean com-
'munity or the Muslim com-
munity or the [Indian] Guja-
rati community, we’re on the ,
-same road—and why are we
doing this alone when we
could do it together?” said Ted
Johnson, a vice principal at
Volta Elementary School, 4950
N. Avers Ave.

Long a port of entry for new
immigrants, Albany Park has
the largest percentage of for-
eign-born residents of any
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’ Tribune photos by Heather Stone
llliana Elayan teaches her 6th-grade class Tuesday at Volta Elementary School in the Albany Park neighborhood.

Kerean Restourant
773-308-6800

Michelle lyu
styles Hyun Ji
Park’s hair Tues-
day at Angel Hair
Mode, a Korean
business that has
been operating
for 15 years on
Kedzie Avenue in
Albany Park.
Signs along Law-
|| - rence Avenue re-
flect the diversi-
ty of the commu-
nity, which will
be gathering
Wednesday for a
. forum on neigh-

. borhood con-
cerns.

ALBANY:
‘Everybody
gets along,’
alderman says
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community in Chicago, com-
munity organizers say.

“It’s a very safe neighborhood
in my opinion,” said Chicago
Police Cmdr. Sam Christian of

the Albany Park District. In the
case of Thmud’s murder, “it was
very out of character for that
sortofthingto happen,” he said.

“There’s still some gang ac-
tivity in that area, although it’s
getting Dbetter,” said Ald.
Richard Mell (33rd). “It’s afasci-
nating area to represent be-
cause it’s so multilanguage,

- multireligion, and everybody

gets along.”

Albany Park has a sense of
color and bustle not unlike that
of an international airport.

Along its retail hub on West
Lawrence Avenue, signs blare
bright reds and yellows and

shopkeepers Shlft easily from
English to their native tongues
and back again. At the World
Relief office just down the street,
from Thmud'’s shop, some 17,000
refugees have found homes,
schools and jobs in Chicago,
miost in the surrounding neigh-
borhood, in the last 25 years.

A predominantly Jewish area
in the 1960s, Albany Park has
seen large Greek, Korean and
Romanian populations before
today’s mix. The pupils at Volta
Elementary, all in white shirts
and navy pants, file past a wall
on which clocks have been set to
the time at classmates’ cities of

()r'lgu;Ehicago Serajevo‘ Bos-
nia; Jerusalem; New Delhi; Ha-

~-'noi. .

Anyone at the c0mmun1ty
convention, at 7 p.m. Wednes-
day in Our Lady of Mercy
Church, 4432 N. Troy St., can lis-
ten to the discussion in English,
or put on headphones for simul-
taneous translations in Span-
ish, Korean, Gujarati or the Fil-
ipino language Tagalog.

The UN-style effort is neces-
sary for a meeting expected to
feature 36 speakers in 65 min-
utes. The main topics: afforda-
ble housing, education, immi-
grant rights, public safely and
health care.

“What really unites people in
this neighborhood are quality
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of life issues,” said Kirk Noden,
executive director of the 3-year-

. 0ld Albany Park Neighborhood

Council.: “Safety, good schools,
access to social services. We
stay away from talking about

- U.S. foreign policy.”

.Founded in January 2000, the

,’ counc11 sta:ted with small caus-

Wes: such, mstaumg
Mbumps. “Then"ﬁé"é‘fi?fgﬁp;e%

ing, ‘How can we do something

that’s a little more concrete‘?’ s
‘Noden said.

“Nmety perceht of all orga-.

nizing efforts are like a flash in
the pan. All these people get to-

gether, they march, they’re on

TV, and six months later, every-

body forgets about it.”

Like many parts of Chicago,
Albany Park faces rising hous- .
ing prices, said Syed A. Quadri '

of the Muslim Community Cen-

—put.

ter. And Quadri, a resident
since 1969, has noticed another
change: Families :are staymg

While many 1mm1grants four
decades ago were highly educat-
ed and quickly moved on, to-
day’s newcomers tend to be less |
skilléd and ready to settle:
down-—in an area that is itself-
undergoing gentrification. ;

~“Albany Park is No. 1 in the
city in appreciation of proper-
ty,” said Mell. To help single-
family homeowners, a neigh-
borhood investment program
begun in 2001 has doled out $2.25
million in grants and matching
funds to improve 326 units, he
said. Another program helps.
landlords with repairs, as long
as the buildings remain rental
and one-third of the units qual-
ify as affordable housing.

Still, Mobina Patel, 31, consid-

ers the rent—$750 a month—:
steep that she and her husband,
who works two jobs at Dun.km
Donuts, must pay for a one-bed-
room apartment for themselves,
and three young children:isi s {

- Patel,-aynative’of Indiagwho!
works part- time -at -her chil-
dren’s '’ school, loves' ‘Albany;
Park’s deemlty Her neighbors’
include 'Bosnians ‘and Mexi-
cans, she said. “They’re very‘
caring.”

Elizabeth Arroyo 17, moved:
to Albany Park.from Mexico!

i nine years ago. She lives in an|

apartment with her three sib-:
lings, mother and father, who
works as a landscaper in sum-
mer and ata carwash durmg the‘
winter. :

And she con51ders the nelgh-
borhood home.



